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Presidential 
 Ramblings 

February 2017 
By Jessica McEachern 

 
 

Www.rouxinc.com 

(Ramblings continued on Page 12) 

A new year is upon us, as well as a new term of the AIPG-NE Executive Com-
mittee. I’d like to take the time to thank the outgoing members for all their 
hard work and dedication to the section, as well as extend a warm welcome to 
the new members and those with their new titles: 
 

Jessica McEachern: President 
 

Michael Grifasi: President-Elect 
 

Jeffrey Frederick: Past President 
 

Robert Blauvelt: Treasurer 
 

Jennifer Becker: Secretary 

http://www.rouxinc.com
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(Ramblings continued from Page 11) 

 
Luanne Whitbeck: Member-at-Large 

 
Jean Patota: Member-at-Large 

 
Luke Mahier: Member-at-Large  

 
 

I’d also like to welcome aboard our new Newsletter Editor, Brandon Tufano. 
 
I begin my term as President of the Northeast Section with optimism and ex-
citement. You could say the dedication to the profession of geology is in my 
blood: my father, Michael McEachern, is a long-time member of AIPG and 
once served as President of the Northeast Section. I joined as a student mem-
ber in early 2003 while nearing completion of graduate school (I look back at 
the Spring Meeting of that year in Saratoga Springs, NY, with fondness as the 
very first meeting I attended as a member). Throughout my fourteen years 
with AIPG-NE, I have formed some valuable friendships and learned more 
about the profession in general than I’d ever thought possible. It’s been a very 
enriching, rewarding experience. I look very much forward to continuing that 
these next two years as President, and for many years beyond.  
 
I’d like to briefly mention two endeavors I wish to continue which have prov-
en beneficial to the section. Looking back at my humble beginnings in this 
organization has made me realize how important it is to reach out to stu-
dents, showing them that their involvement in AIPG-NE will pay off in big divi-
dends as far as preparing them for a career in the world of professional geolo-
gy. Our section has already gotten a head start over the past couple of years 
with student chapters. There is a student chapter at SUNY Geneseo, and sev-
eral other universities have also expressed interest in starting up their own 
chapters. We’ve also solicited help from section members to become student 
mentors. This student outreach proves very beneficial in two ways: providing 
students with exposure to and encouragement in the profession of geology; 
and, of course, generating interest in the section. Thanks to all the members 
who have reached out and volunteered to mentor young budding geologists 
over the past year! 
 
Another huge benefit that pays off substantially is partnering with sister or-
ganizations located throughout the section, such as Hudson Mohawk Profes-
sional Geologists Association (HMPGA), Buffalo Association of Professional 
Geologists (BAPG), and Long Island Association of Professional Geologists 

(Ramblings Continued on page 13) 
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Check out our Advertiser hotlinks wherever there is a 
website or email listed in an advertisement! 

(LIAPG). Not only does it help in generating more visibility for AIPG-NE through 
advertising, as well as raising funds for the Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geologi-
cal Scholarship, but it also leads to even more business networking opportunities 
and fomenting friendships within the field. I have been closely associated with 
the Long Island Association of Professional Geologists for nearly as long as I’ve 
been a member of AIPG-NE. This past October, I attended an LIAPG-run field trip 
to Plum Island. Despite the island’s notoriety as a research center, it is also host 
to some interesting geology. It was a very enjoyable experience of which I will 
provide details and photos in a separate article.  
 
Geology will always be in my blood, and I am honored to be able to share my en-
thusiasm of the field in such a capacity. Here’s to a great year ahead! 
 
- Jessica 

(Ramblings continued from Page 12) 

(End) 
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(Meeting continued on Page 16) 

 NOTE: Red denotes participation in the meeting. 

 

Call to Order: 4:04 PM 

 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes prepared by Michael Gr ifasi.  

The July 2016 meeting minutes were reviewed and minor ed-

its recommended.  A motion was made, seconded and there 

was no further discussion.  Meeting minutes were approved 

for publication in the newsletter, with the recommended edits. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: The NE Section budget is currently in 

good standing.  Minor issues pertaining to checks received 

were discussed.  At this point, approximately 33% of adver-

tisement payments have been received.  The status of the 

ATMGS fund was reviewed and it was indicated that the fund 

had increased slightly between August and September 2016.  

It was also noted that the fund was approximately 10% higher 

today than it was in August of 2015.  Bob Blauvelt indicated 

that he would check the status of the Fall meeting sponsor-

ship donations but that he thought all but two of the donations 

had been received thus far.   

 

Bob Blauvelt Jeff Frederick Michael Grifasi 

Chris Brown Luke Mahier Jean Patota 

Laurie Scheuing Tom West Luanne Whitbeck 

Mike Greenman Dennis McGrath Dick Young 

Jessica McEachern Chris Proce Jenifer Becker 

September 2016 

MEETING MINUTES 

NE SECTION – AIPG 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday September 19, 2016 

Conference Call  
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(Meeting continued from  Page 15) 

(Meeting continued on Page 19) 

Correspondence:  

Outgoing correspondence: Jeff Frederick submitted the AIPG 

advisory board report to National.  Prior to this submis-

sion, Jeff had solicited input from ExCom members to 

which Dennis McGrath provided input. 

 

Old Business: 
National Meeting Update: Jeff Frederick indicated that AIPG 

National preliminary polling results were in and partici-

pants had selected Burlington, Vermont for the 2019 Na-

tional meeting.  It was noted that National polling for the 

2017 meeting in Tennessee had selected Nashville despite 

the Section having their site set on other candidate cities.  

Whether the NE Section had to accept and plan according 

to the polling results was discussed.  An in depth discus-

mailto:avelie@trcsolutions.com
mailto:jdarvalics@trcsolutions.com
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(Meeting continued from  Page 16) 

(Meeting continued on Page 21) 

sion pertaining to the feasibility of pulling off a successful 

meeting in Burlington ensued with topics including wheth-

er or not NE Section members would attend a meeting 

held in Burlington, what level of local participation we 

could expect, the overall accessibility of Burlington, what 

sort of day trip options are available in that area, and 

whether or not there was a better location to host the meet-

ing than Burlington.  Jeff recommended that the NE Sec-

tion conference with National to discuss the path forward.  

Strategies to boost meeting attendance were briefly dis-

cussed.   

 

New Business: 

2016 National Meeting – Santa Fe, NM – Summary of Events: 

Jeff Frederick debriefed the ExCom on his experience at 

the 2016 National Meeting in New Mexico.  Approximate-

ly 180 people were in attendance.  In general, there were 

plenty of field trips and sessions.  It was noted that, as with 

the Alaska meeting in 2015, many of the field trips were 

happening concurrent to the sessions which created a com-

petition that appeared to split the meeting up.  Jeff also 

indicated that he enjoyed the executive session on Satur-

day and also that Jean Patota had stepped down, as of 

2017, as the editor of TPG.  During the meeting, Jeff was 

nominated and subsequently elected as an advisor on the 

National Advisory Board.  National awards were given but 

none were received by NE Section members.  Jeff noted 

that, in the future, the NE Section needs to make a better 

effort to nominate people for National awards.  As an or-

ganization, it appears that, with respect to momentum as 

well as financials, AIPG appears to be in good standing.  

Jean Patota mentioned the need for National to find a way 

to increase non-dues revenue.  Additionally, National 

needs to find a way to join forces and work together with 

the various geological organizations. 

Fall Meeting: Jessica McEachern briefed the ExCom on the 
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 (Meeting continued from  Page 19) 

status of the Fall meeting planning.  Currently, the restau-

rant is booked and the museum is awaiting a final number 

for attendance.  Jessica plans to attend the LIAPG meeting 

on September 29th and will advertise the Fall meeting 

there.  At this point a few registrations have come in but 

the bulk of registrations is expected to pick up in the com-

ing weeks.  A reminder to invite meeting sponsors was is-

sued.  Also, it was noted that the ExCom needs to use cau-

tion to not muddle payments from sponsors who are also 

advertisers and that donations received need to go directly 

to the ATMGS fund.   

NE Section ExCom Elections: Dennis McGrath indicated that 

the draft ballot had been sent to the ExCom a few days pri-

or.  Dennis informed the ExCom that current Secretary Mi-

chael Grifasi had added his name to the ballot as president-

elect.  Additionally, Jennifer Becker was added to the bal-

lot as Secretary for the same term.  All other existing mem-
(Meeting continued on Page 22) 

mailto:phale@hetager.com
mailto:phale@hetager.com
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 (Meeting continued from  Page 21) 

bers of ExCom will remain.  It was speculated that voting 

results would be in by the end of October, 2016. 

ATMGS Fund Fundraising - Solicitation of Local/Regional 

Sister Organizations: Jeff Frederick discussed the develop-

ment of a solicitation letter to be distributed to sister or-

ganizations for the purpose of fundraising for the 

ATMGS.  It was recommended that the letter be reviewed 

and workshopped by the ExCom during the Fall meeting.  

It was also recommended that preliminary discussions take 

place with select contacts to identify potential issues in 

advance of distribution.  A meeting of the ATMGS trus-

tees would need to convene during the Fall meeting to ap-

prove the formal solicitation. 

Newsletter Update: Chris Proce updated the ExCom on the 

status of the next newsletter.  In the pending newsletter, an 

article from a Brooklyn College student will be included.  

Another student article is slated for the holiday newsletter.  
(Meeting continued on Page  23) 
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(Meeting continued on Page 25) 

 

It was indicated that a candidate to take over the newslet-

ter would be introduced to the ExCom at the Fall meeting.  

It is probable that the holiday newsletter will be delayed 

as a result of the transition of editorial responsibilities.  

Dick Young requested that each ExCom member provide 

a couple paragraphs detailing current exploits for inclu-

sion in the next newsletter.  Mike Greenman indicated 

that he would be submitting an article pertaining to his 

recent travels in Northern Ireland.  Jean Patota offered to 

submit photos from the New Mexico meeting.  The con-

tent deadline for the next newsletter is October 14th.  Mi-

chael Grifasi indicated that he will submit an interview 

with John Nadeau for the holiday newsletter following the 

Fall meeting. 

Advertising Sales Update: Dick Young updated the ExCom 

on the status of the receipt of advertising payment.  It was 

speculated that a Post Office error pertaining to a for-

warding address may be responsible for the delay of pay-

ment.  Dick indicated that he would continue to pursue 

advertisers to determine payment status. 

Online Scholarship Application: Dennis McGrath recom-

mended the ExCom explore the potential for moving the 

ATMGS application to an online system.  Dennis indicat-

ed that the current application process hasn’t changed 

much over the last 20 years.  The move to an online sys-

tem would not only consolidate information but would 

also ease in both the submission and review of required 

submittals. 

NE Section Student Chapters: Dennis McGrath indicated that 

contact has been made with the new SUNY Geneseo stu-

dent chapter officers who have taken over following the 

graduation of former president Samantha Eckes. Interest 

in student chapter formation is percolating at other colleg-

es as well.  A brief discussion pertaining to the costs and 

requirements of student chapter formation ensued.   Next 

to the ATMGS fund, the role of supporting students enter-

(Meeting Continued on page 25) 

(Meeting continued from  Page 22) 
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 (Meeting continued from page 23)  

(End) 

ing into the geological profession is paramount.  There are 

a number of ways that the NE Section can support student 

chapters which range from financial support to the estab-

lishing of mentoring programs.  Jennifer Becker indicated 

that SUNY Cortland may be a good candidate for the de-

velopment of a student chapter. 

 

Adjournment: 6:00 PM: A motion was made and seconded 

with no discussion.  Motion for adjournment passed and 

the meeting adjourned.  

Check out our Advertiser hotlinks wherever there is a 
website or email listed in an advertisement! 

If you have a suggestion for a future section 

meeting presentation, venue, or field trip, 

reach out to the NE/AIG team and share your 

ideas and opinions. 
 

Jessica McEachern— geode78@verizon.net 

Jean Patota —jpatota@alphageoscience.com 

mailto:geode78@verizon.net
mailto:jneubeck@alphageoscience.com
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Your Full Color,  
Professional Card Ad could be Right Here, 
selling for you every day, for less than 40 

cents per day!  
Just call Volunteer Advertising Manager Dick Young  

at 973-335-2289 or email RYoungNJ@aol.com 

(End) 
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madecillis@optonline.net 

Geology of the 

Northeast 
By Brandon Tufano 

 

St. Clair Fern Fossils 
 
CAUTION: Site has been closed to the public.  Permission is required 

for access to property! 

 

Within the fold and thrust belt of the Appalachian Mountains in 

central Pennsylvania outcrops of the Llewellyn Formation and 

its distinctive rocks can be observed and investigated.  The 

Llewellyn Formations is a dominantly sandstone and siltstone 

with shales, conglomerates, and coals deposited during the 

Pennsylvanian Period.  Of particular interest, within the Llewel-

lyn formation there is a black shale interpreted to be an anoxic 

lagoon bottom where the detritus terrestrial plant matter from 

costal marshes, characteristic of the Carboniferous, were 
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washed to during storm events.  Over time it is likely that the 

organic matter of these organic marsh flora was replaced by iron 

sulfides (pyrite).  During subsequent diagenesis the pyrite was 

replaced by pyrophyllite a white to yellow aluminum silicate.  

Exhumation, weathering, and erosion have once again exposed 

these ancient fossils to the terrestrial world.  The result of the 

high TOC shale and multiple mineral replacements is a, typical-

ly, stark white fern preserved on black shale.  The most common 

fossils to be found 

are Alethopteris, 

Neuropteris, Pecop-

teris, and Spheno-

phyllum.  

 

 

Ferns with the 

pointed lobes – 

Alethopteris (seed 

fern).  Rounded 

lobes – Neuropteris 

(seed fern) 
 

Credit:  Brandon Tufano 

(Article continued from Page 28) 
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(End) 

(Article continued from Page 31) 

Article credits 

Berg, T. M., Edmunds, W. E., Geyer, A. R., and others, compilers, 1980, Geologic map of Pennsylvania: Pennsylvania Geological Survey, 4th ser., Map 1, 2nd 

ed., 3 sheets, scale 1:250,000. 

Fossil Collectin Trip: St. Clair, PA - White Fossil Ferns - Carboniferous. (n.d.). Retrieved Jan. & feb., 2017, from http://www.fossilguy.com/trips/

Photo credit: Open source pictures 
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(Interview continued on page 35) 

 
I [Michael Grifasi] recently had the chance to sit down and talk with my old 

friend John Nadeau last October during the NE Section AIPG Fall meeting in 

Glen Cove, New York.  John and I first met at The University at Albany in the 

late 90s while he was working on his master’s degree.  I was, to his misfor-

tune, working as his clumsy lab technician at the same stable isotope lab where 

he was conducting his graduate research.  Since those days, John and I have 

randomly crossed paths but more so lately as I’ve been part of the NE Section 

AIPG executive committee.  Shortly before his presentation that night, we sat 

outside on a patio overlooking Dosoris Pond, drank a couple beers, and did 

some catching up.  I started our “formal” conversation after admitting that I 

have no real skills as an interviewer: 

 

Michael Grifasi (MG): When I first set this interview up with you, I 

thought it would be a good idea because you’ve done a lot for the profes-

sion of geology in this state - folks know you and you’re a NE Section guy. 

 

John Nadeau (JN): I do find it surprising that so many people do know of me.  

It’s surprising when I come to meetings and folks are like, “Hey John”! 

(at this point I start talking over John) 

 

MG: So you know, I have no interview skills and I will be talking over 

you.  It is something that I do plan to get better at but you’ll likely never 

know how much I’ll improve. 

 

JN: Interview 27 is going to be awesome! 

 

MG: The New York State Council of Professional Geologist’s (NYSCPG) 

newsletter is circulated and your name is on it.  Your name has become a 

household name.  The licensure movement has a history going back to the 

1970s, if not before.  

 

JN: Right, it has ebbed and flowed.  There was a concerted push back in the 

1970s and then it died out for about 20 years up until the formation of the 

NYSCPG in the early 1990s.  Things then took off from there.  The council 

has had good periods of time and then there are periods where there are like 

four guys in a room just holding things together.  The way I look at [this peri-

od] is - right place, right time, and the right combination of people.  The lobby-

ist we brought on, Peter O’Connell is just a nice guy and has been down at the 

[New York State Legislature], is in his 70s, and knows a lot of people.  He’s a 

nice guy.  So, when you go in and talk to people it’s a conversation – you have 

a 20-minute talk and afterward [Peter] would say “that’s the chief of staff for 

Transcription of Michael Grifasi’s Interview with 

John Nadeau at the Fall NE-AIPG Meeting 
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that senator”.  You sit and have lunch with someone and then find out that that 

person is the committee chair who we’re going to committee within two hours.  

It just worked out well.  But I had to participate – a lot of active participation – 

working with Peter, making sure that he was doing what needed to be done.  

Going down and lobbying.  Someone had to go down and explain to people 

why this licensure bill was necessary.  Myself and other members of the legis-

lative committee would go down and explain why it was important.  We had 

multiple meetings over three years.  It just worked out. 

 

MG: Was it literally just you going from legislator to legislator to get them 

on board with this licensure bill?  Just working your way through the leg-

islative body? 

 

JN: At times, yes.  We would go down there, especially the year that it died on 

the floor at 11:59pm - we got through the senate but then the assembly went 

home.  It was three days of knocking on doors, begging, groveling, and, in 

some cases, sitting across from people and just staring them down.  It was just 

a lot of “I’m here, you’re supposed to do something” to people that were sup-

posed to make sure things got done.  We would just sit and watch them – fol-

low them from committee to committee.  But there would be other days we’d 

go down and Peter would set up a whole bunch of meetings.  Early on we got 

sales@alleghenyinstruments.com 

www.alleghenyinstruments.com 
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(Interview continued from page 35)  

30 or so co-sponsors.  We went door to door in January one year and just talked 

to people that Peter knew, on both sides of the isle, about becoming co-sponsors.  

At that point in time, if it went to committee and everyone was a co-sponsor on 

that bill, you would think you would make it through the committee.  That was 

Peter’s thought – “you gotta go to this committee and that committee.  Let’s go 

talk to those people in January, see if anyone has any problems, and deal with 

them”.  And we did that for two years. 

 

MG: So, this was a long process. 

 

JN: It was.  Fortunately, and unfortunately, I think.  When both I and Peter came 

on, we just started from scratch.  It was just easier that way.  There were lobby-

ists, past presidents, and legislative chairs before but it was easier to go “alright, 

let’s just hit the bricks and let’s start from square one”.  It really came down to 

educating people.  There was a lot [of time spent] explaining what a geologist 

does, what the purpose of needing licensure was, and it really came down to 

education.  It took the better part of one to two years to do that educating in both 

houses of the legislature.   

 

MG: So then, the hurdle then was getting people to understand the value of 

licensure for them to even be interested? 

 

JN: Yes. 

 

MG: So then, typically, what did pushback sound like?  What were you 

fighting against with individuals?  Just the lack of knowledge or was it some 

kind of opposing agenda, were there conflicting interests?  

 

JN:  At times it was a little bit of all the above.  A lot of it really came down to 

some people falling in line and waiting for leadership to tell them what they’re 

going to do.  But a lot of it also came down to licensure being necessary and 

“this is why”.  We spent quite a bit of time with the higher education committee 

chair who initially wanted to have a master’s degree as the licensure standard 

because that’s the way it’s done in the medical field and a lot of other fields li-

censed in New York.  Her feeling was “it has to be this way across the board”.  

So, it really took a concerted effort to provide [those involved] with information 

related to how every other state approaches licensure, how many colleges in the 

New York offer master’s and  phD programs, and how difficult it would be for 

[all those in the profession] to get an advanced degree in order to be able to meet 

this minimum standard.  It took a while but they were willing to work with us 

and listen.  There was a lot of back and forth, there were a half dozen meetings.  

We had some honest and open communication where they explained their rea-

soning and we explained why it wouldn’t work.  And it was a lot more than 

(Interview continued on page 39) 
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“nobody else does it” because the response to that was “well, this is New York, 

we’re going to do what we want”.  So, it took a lot of time.  There were a lot of 

hours put in to make this happen.  And a lot of stuff went on behind the scenes 

that can never really be talked about – people helped and people assisted and we 

can’t ever say that “so and so” helped because of the nature of politics.  Really, 

it came down to the right combination of people.  Peter did a lot.  I had to man-

age people both on the NYSCPG, other organizations, and in the legislature.  It 

was critical - it took someone shepherding it all through and I think that was my 

role – making sure we had the people we needed when we needed them. 

   

MG: Now to where we are today – the licensure bill has passed, it has been 

written, and people are now applying for licensure in New York.  What 

would you say will be the benefit to having licensure to a geologist working 

in New York? 

 

JN: The benefit is that [geologists] are now held to a professional standard.  I 

guess it becomes a double-edged sword – it’s a benefit and it’s also a detractor 

depending on where you fall on the scale.  The qualified people that we, as a 

profession, want doing the work are going to benefit from it.  Those people on 

the fringe who maybe shouldn’t be doing the work – they’ll fall off the edge 

over time.  There is now a standard.  So, as a profession we look better.  You’re 

not going to go up against someone who says “I’m a geologist” who really isn’t 

a geologist.  But there was nothing up until this point that defined what a geolo-

gist was.  So, anybody could technically call themselves a geologist.  There 

wasn’t anything saying “well, no.  you don’t meet all of these criteria”.  Now 

there is.  So, that’s a benefit.  There’s also the possibility of more documents 

requiring a geologist’s stamp and signature.  But that will take more education 

of the regulators, counties, and towns.     It will create the idea that this is your 

purview, this is what you do as a geologist.  So, it becomes ours. The role will 

be more defined and you won’t have to worry about fighting for work.  

  

MG: Is there anything now in the law that designates work that is specific 

to geologists?  Or is that an evolutionary thing? 

 

JN: There are a few things.  For instance, if you look at DER 10 there are a few 

places that specify the need for a New York State licensed geologist.  There are 

other documents that are starting to list that.  But it’s usually an engineer OR a 

geologist.  So, a lot of that stuff will be in sync.  There are counties, I think Suf-

folk county and a couple other counties, that have documents which are sup-

Check out our Advertiser hotlinks wherever there is a 
website or email listed in an advertisement! 
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posed to be signed by professional geologists.  A lot of the federal government 

work requires a licensed geologist to sign off on certain environmental aspects. 

 

MG: Just a general curiosity: when I worked on New York City (NYC) 

Department of Design and Construction (DDC) projects there was a shift, 

following a couple crane accidents in NYC, where revisions were made to 

the NYC building code that then made it difficult for geologists to sit on a 

rig and do things like classify rock, soil, collect N-values, and so on.  How-

ever, this work was open to geotechnical engineers.  Is there potential for 

the licensure to fit in to the NYC building code so that maybe steps to ap-

proval for non-engineers would no longer have to be done? 

 

JN: I am hopeful that’s the case.  It really becomes a department by department 

decision.  We have this license, these are the things we can provide you, and we 

have this licensure now that is going to make sure that the person doing that 

work is a) qualified, b) is held responsible for that, and is insured in case some-

thing goes wrong.  The liability shifts a little bit more from the engineering 

aspect of things to the geologist who works on it.  But it’s going to take educa-

tion. Every step of this process is about education.  It may take 5 years to really 

get every department in line with what we believe a geologist can and should 

do.  

 

MG: Is that effort something that the NYSCPG will take charge of or, now 

that we’re at the point where people are signing up, is the council going to 

step back and let this happen?  Are you guys going to continue to direct 

this energy and momentum to the right places?   

 

JN: There will always be a role for the NYSCPG.  For the last 20 years, the 

main goal was licensure.  We, as both a profession and a group, are in a period 

of transition.  I personally believe that the outreach of the council should go to 

that degree of educating the public.  The geologists are now qualified to do cer-

tain things but also the regulatory agencies – all the departments throughout the 

state will have to change their requirements.  There will be code and law chang-

es that need to happen to allow this to come to fruition.  Someone has to do 

that.  The problem is, that’s an awful lot of work.  With any organization that is 

a small voluntary organization, we need more people.  That is the crux of it.  If 

people want to see these things done, we need more help.  

 

MG: So, using this interview as a platform to reach out to people through 

the NE Section AIPG newsletter, would you want people to come forth and 

say “we’re here to help.  Tell us what to do”? 

 

JN: Yes, definitely. We need to find people that will pick up the torch and con-

tinue moving this thing in the right direction.  I don’t know how much longer 

(Interview continued on page 43) 
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distribution of the Newsletter.  

 

PiggyBacking gives NE/AIPG Advertisers a cost-effective way to get their promotional 

material into the hands of NE/AIPG's targeted audience of decision-makers. That audience 

has grown to over 800, including ~700 NE/AIPG Members and Applicants throughout New 

York, New Jersey, and the six New England states, as well as ~40± AIPG National and Sec-

tion Officers, over 70 Advertisers, and others. NE/AIPG Mem-bers benefit from keeping 

current on available and innovative products and services.  

PiggyBack Rates are in two categories:  

 

1. For digital issues (see http://issuu.com/neaipg/docs ), a "Full Page" (~8" high by 5" wide) 

Space in Full Color costs $125 per issue. A "Double Full Page" (~8" high by 10" wide) 

Space in Full Color costs $225 per issue, while a "Quad Full Page" (2 Dou-bles of ~8" high 

by 10" wide each) Space in Full Color costs $425 per issue.  

2. For any issues printed on paper and sent by US Mail, PiggyBack Rates depend upon the 

size and weight of the pre-printed promotional piece provided by the Adver-tiser. For in-

stance, a single 8 1/2” by 11" sheet of 20# paper, pre-printed, and pre-folded costs $0.25 

each to PiggyBack.. To schedule your PiggyBack promotion, or to learn more, just call Dick 

Young at 973-335-2289 or e-mail RYoungNJ@aol.com.  
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I’ll be with the council.  It’s going on six years now.  I was president for three 

and a half years, past-president, and now legislative chair for a year and going on 

my second term.  At some point in time I’ve got to let someone else take the 

reins.   

 

MG: To pat you on the back:  we opened this interview up with the history 

of an organization working over an extended period of time, with pockets of 

progress and now licensure has happened.  It’s here.  And it’s safe to say that 

there are a lot of people out there, myself included, that at a certain point in 

time thought that there was probably no chance of this ever happening.  So, 

in the six years that you’ve been involved you’ve kicked a lot of ass.  That’s 

awesome. 

 

JG: When I took over this job, I had a two year plan.  I had a vision of how to get 

there.  It ended up being three years.  One of the things I’ve always said, and I 

continue to say, is that education – people need to know why and when.  And if 

they don’t, you get nothing.  But if the message is out there and you’re consistent, 

things happen.  And we hit the ground running with a decisive message and, 

again, with the right combination of people, it happened. 

 

MG: Other than you, who else was involved in this process? 

 

JN: Peter O’Connell, Laurie Scheuing early on, Mark Williams - there were quite 

a lot of people.  The entire board, off and on, helped out.  Jean Patota.  Over the 

years, there were a numerous amount of people.  On a regular basis, probably 10 

to 12 people did that work.  In order to pay for the lobbyist, we had to raise mon-

ey so people did some fundraising.  For five years my job was to attend these 

types of events to present, to beg, and to grovel for money.  I came to bring the 

message and say “here’s where we’re at”.  For the first year or two there was a lot 

of negativity; a lot of people said this is never going to happen.  Things have 

changed.  People are energized now.  But we need more than 10 or 12 people to 

 

(Interview continued on page 45) 
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(Interview continued on page 47)  

change how the State of New York operates.  So, that’s the unfortunate thing.  

For the last few years I’ve been telling people what is going to happen and now 

I’m doing the application circuit.  You can only do so many. 

 

MG: It’s like you’re hand holding the entire time.  I’ve applied for licensure 

in a couple states, I’ve applied for the CPG and it’s not an easy thing to do.  

Maybe it isn’t the hardest thing to do but it takes time – you need to do a lot 

of stuff. 

 

JN: There’s a lot of planning and a lot of effort that goes into it. 

 

MG: If you’ve never contemplated who you’ll use for references you have 

to reach out to people and just pray that you haven’t burnt too many bridg-

es and that there are decent people who can write a decent letter.   

 

JN: It is funny.  The last state that got licensure before New York was Louisiana 

and at the end of their grandfathering period, maybe two months after, I got any-

where from 100 to 200 emails and phone calls from people asking when [New 

York State licensure] was going to open because they could only get a license 

through grandfathering.  That stuff kind of scares you.  You know for a year this 

was going to happen but you didn’t get all your stuff together. 

 

MG: Then, ultimately, those same people are going to be stamping things.   

 

JN: Yes. 

 

MG: Speaking of Louisiana, whenever you have a grandfathering period 

I’d imagine you would have an influx of geologists who may or may not 

reside in the state but have done work there.  I’m imaging there’s a require-

ment for having worked in New York previously? 

 

JN: Nope.   

 

MG: Okay, so even worse.  You’re going to have people that are all over the 

country applying – it’s open season.  I can get a license now easier than I 

could if I were to take the National Association of State Boards of Geology 

(ASBOG) exam. 

 

JN: It’s a shingle to put on the wall to say “yes, I am licensed somewhere”.  To 

some people that’s okay.  Every time there is a grandfathering period, you do 

see an influx from around the country of people who do apply out of state just to 

get a license.  My first license was obtained through grandfathering.  I grandfa-

thered in to a license in Utah because I wanted a license.  The next one I needed, 

I took the ASBOG and passed.  Yeah, especially for younger professionals, it’s 

just something to check off -  “I got a license”. 

(Interview continued from page 43)  
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Helping to Understand the Supervolcano 
By Science Daily 

 

 Researchers have now found an explanation for what triggered the largest 

volcanic eruption witnessed by humankind. The volcano's secret was revealed by 

geochemical clues hidden inside volcanic quartz crystals. 

 The deadliest volcanoes on earth are called supervolcanoes, capable of pro-

ducing cataclysmic eruptions that devastate huge regions, and cause global cooling of 

the climate. The Indonesian supervolcano Toba had one of these eruptions about 

73000 years ago, when 2800 cubic kilometers of volcanic ash was ejected into the 

atmosphere and rained down and covered enormous areas in Indonesia and India. 

 Scientists have long debated how these extraordinary volumes of magma are 

generated, and what makes this magma erupt so very explosively. A team of research-

ers at Uppsala University, together with international colleagues, have now found 

intriguing clues hidden inside millimeter-sized crystals from the volcanic ash and 

rock. 

 'Quartz crystals that grow in the magma register chemical and thermody-

namical changes in the magmatic system prior to eruption, similar to how tree rings 

record climate variations. When the conditions in the magma change, the crystals 

respond and produce distinct growth zones that record these changes. The problem is 

that each "tree ring"-analogue is only a few micrometers across, which is why they 

are extremely challenging to analyse in detail,' says Dr. David Budd at the Depart-

ment of Earth Sciences, Uppsala University. 

 The researchers analysed quartz crystals from Toba, and found a distinct 

shift in the isotopic composition towards the outer rim of the crystals. The crystal rims 

contain a relatively lower proportion of the heavy isotope 18O compared to the light-

er 16O.  

 'The low ratio of 18O to 16O contents in the crystal rims indicate that some-

thing in the magmatic system changed drastically just before the big eruption. The 

explanation behind these chemical signatures is that the magma melted and assimilat-

ed a large volume of a local rock that itself is characterised by a relatively low ratio 

of 18O to 16O . This rock type also often contains a lot of water, which may be re-

leased into the magma, producing steam, and thereby an increased gas pressure inside 

the magma chamber. This rapidly increased gas pressure eventually allowed the mag-

ma to rupture the overlying crust, and send thousands of cubic kilometres of magma 

into the atmosphere,' explains Dr. Frances Deegan at the Department of Earth Scienc-

es, Uppsala University. 

 Luckily, these cataclysmic super-eruptions happen very rarely. 

'Biologists have previously shown that this particular eruption at Toba pushed human-

ity close to extinction. It will hopefully take many thousands of years, but the fact is it 

is only a matter of time before the next super eruption, maybe at Toba, Yellowstone 

(USA), or somewhere else. Hopefully, we will know more and be better prepared next 

time!' says Professor Valentin Troll at the Department of Earth Sciences, who led this 

study of Toba quartzes at Uppsala University. 

 

 
Article by Science Daily summarizing David A. Budd, Valentin R. Troll, Frances M. Deegan, Ester M. Jolis, Victoria C. Smith, Martin 

J. Whitehouse, Chris Harris, Carmela Freda, David R. Hilton, Sæmundur A. Halldórsson, Ilya N. Bindeman.  Magma reservoir dynam-

ics at Toba caldera, Indonesia, recorded by oxygen isotope zoning in quartz. Scientific Reports, 2017; 7: 40624 DOI: 10.1038/

srep40624 
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 (Interview continued from page 45)  

MG: I mean, I can attest to the financial incentive to getting a license. I had 

two companies tell me “you get a license, you’ll get this”.  I mean, why not? 

You’re going to pay for me to take this exam and maintain this license and 

you’re going to give me this much more if I can get it? Yeah, okay, I can do 

that.  I still took the ASBOG but now, having a license, you take it seriously 

and you’re committed to it.  It’s a thing on the wall but it’s also a code of 

ethics and there’s pride in it. 

 

JN: Yes, and accountability. If you do something wrong, you can be reprimand-

ed in a whole litany of ways.  There’s that weight of having to make the best 

decision.  We all are going to make mistakes but are you going to do something 

stupid?  I would hope not – knowing that you could lose your license and all 

that.  It holds people to that higher standard of “I’m a professional, and I can’t 

make an ass out of myself”.  Does it work all of the time, probably not. 

 

MG: We should create some sort of licensure programs for politicians.  Any

-how, let’s get away from this licensure topic a bit.  You’re a geologist – and 

you went to college. 

 

JN: yes, I went. 

 

(Interview Continued on Page 48)  
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(Interview continued from page 47)  

MG: And where did you start? 

 

J: I went to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) and left after three years and 

ended up at The University at Albany (UA) where I got my bachelors and mas-

ter’s degrees.   

 

MG: I always thought you were at RPI when you were doing work at Al-

bany.  Didn’t they have a partnership? 

 

J: Yes, I could take classes at RPI through UA because UA didn’t offer that 

many classes. 

(at this point John and I were distracted by food) 

Waitress: hot dogs? 

JN: Not us. 

Waitress: God, they look good. 

(she walks away) 

 

MG: I thought she was asking if we’d like one. (pause).  Those were or-

dered?  My impression was that she was serving us a snack like at a cock-

tail hour. 

 

JN: I thought it was “here’s your platter”.  If you want one, go grab one. 

 

MG: I still don’t know.  I think you’re wrong.  I think that was some-

body’s order.   

 

JN: That’s what I thought. 

 

MG: Oh I see, you’re right.  Okay, when did you decide you wanted to do 

this?  At some point you decided you weren’t going to be an investment 

banker and you wanted to be a geologist. 

 

JN: I actually started out as a computer science major and after about two years 

of computer science at RPI I just didn’t see myself sitting behind a computer 

for the rest of my life.  I had a couple of friends in the geology department and 

went and met people, met the faculty, and I just liked it.  So, I switched my 

major. 

 

MG: But then you studied stable isotope geochemistry at UA working on 

surface water.  Was it surface water or groundwater? 

 

JN: It was both.  It was a combination of surface water and groundwater.  I was 

using the isotopes to look at the interactions with shallow groundwater and 

surface water after storm events to measure the storm’s effect on pesticide, 

herbicide, and fertilizer runoff from the farm fields.   

(Interview continued on page 50) 
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MG: I was joking with my wife today saying that I was going to coax you 

into talking about the shitty lab assistance you had who spilled your very 

precious standard.  But we won’t go there – this isn’t about me.  

 

JN: No?  I had a couple good people that helped me beyond Steve Howe.  You 

and Mark Flannagan.  Do you remember him? 

 

MG: I don’t remember Mark.  

 

JN: He may have graduated the year you started but he went out in the field 

with me, helped me with the field work. I got into some trouble one time in the 

field and he was there to bail me out. 

 

MG: Trouble in terms of a physical hazard or a property owner?  Like a 

shotgun thing? 

 

J: No, it was a physical hazard.  We got stuck in the snow one February and I 

fell down an embankment and into the water.   

 

MG: This is why OSHA promotes the buddy system. 

 

JN: Yes. 

 

MG: And this was probably before, or right around the time, cell phones 

were popping up but definitely before everyone had one.  Or a time where 

if you had one it probably wouldn’t have worked where you were. 

 

JN: Not too many cell towers out then. 

 

MG: So, I think you’ve been at Alpha since you graduated from UA.  Has 

it been about 15 years? 

 

JN: Sixteen and a half years I believe.  

 

MG: Awesome.  So, moving from computer science to geology with this 

idea that you wouldn’t be behind a desk all day - how much time are you 

spending behind a desk these days? 

 

JN: These days? Pretty much all the time. 

 

MG: It’s funny how that happens. 

 

JN: Yeah, it’s funny how that works.  You look back like “what the hell”? 

 

(Interview continued on page 51) 

(Interview continued from page 48)  
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atlantic@ce.net 

(Interview continued on page 53 )  

MG: There comes a time.  You outprice yourself from field work and you 

have to make sure you’re giving your clients a good value.  You start play-

ing with the numbers and editing reports and such.  It’s a sad fate.   

 

JN: I think, given some of the home situations, it makes it difficult to travel.  

I’ve gone a few weeks this year – less than others in the office - but it seems 

that the last year or two I’ve been traveling more than the previous five or six 

years.  I had one project that kept me in the office all of the time and that went 

away and now I’m involved in some different things. 

 

MG: So, what are you mostly working on these days aside from the 

NYSCPG stuff? 

 

JN: These days I mostly do salt mine related work.  I do some chemical analy-

sis on salts, water flowing through salt mines, and some sites dealing with salt 

contamination.  I also did a project a couple years ago associated with hurri-

cane related flood damage.  

 

MG: What would that look like?  Flood damage in terms of erosion and 

mass wasting? 

 

JN: It was really more cause and effect with homeowners looking to sue a town 

for damages. 

 

MG: So, legal work? 

 

JN: Yes. 

 

MG: Have you had a chance to be an expert in a courtroom yet? 

 

JN: No, I haven’t.  I’ve done more assistance and analysis – the prep work.   

(Interview continued from page 50)  
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(Interview continued on page 54)  

(Interview continued from page 51)  

 

MG: The work, not the face representing the work. 

 

JN: Nobody wants to see this face. 

 

MG: I should have written some questions down.  So, you’re a geologist, 

and we’ve gone over that.  You’re at Alpha.  Do you have a flagship pro-

ject, aside from the licensure bill, something that you’re exceptionally 

proud of, that capstone project?  

 

JN: Not that I can really talk about.  I do have some that really stand out – 

yeah, that was awesome and I’m glad I did this project.  Not one that I’m able 

to talk about. 

 

MG: I see, it’s a client confidentiality thing. 

 

JN: Yes.  I’ve written a couple papers on a project but then they were shut 

down. 
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www.us.sgs.com 

(Interview Continued on Page  57)  

(Interview continued from page 53)  

MG: Unfortunate.  It is funny though.  My company asks about whether or 

not we’re publishing during our review cycles and it’s kind of funny be-

cause most of what we do we can’t publish anyway.  We could stay general 

but then no one is going to want to publish that piece. 

 

JN: Some of my work has brought me over to Europe which is pretty cool.  

  

MG: Free trips to Europe is key.  Where in Europe were you? 

 

JN: I went to Austria a couple of weeks ago. 

 

MG: Oh, that’s great! That leads us to the flash round of the interview 

which is, well, exactly what you’d expect a flash round to be.  So, you were 

in Austria.  You drank beer I imagine? 

 

JN: Yes. 

 

MG: Okay, so what was your favorite beer? 

 

JN: Over there?  I got to go to the Augustiner Brewery which was founded in 

1611 by a monastery – same building, same everything.  Everything was served 

http://www.sgs.com
mailto:us.envdrillings@sgs.com
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from wood kegs and in ceramic liter mugs and it was a cool experience. 

 

MG: Were they beholden to the German Beer Purity Law 

(Reinheitsgebot)? 

 

JN:  Yes. 

 

MG: Was it a monastery?  

 

JN: Yes, it was started by a monastery, run by a monastery, with all the profits 

going back to the monastery. 

 

MG: I love the fact that in Christianity you can make beer to pay to fix 

your roof.  I think that’s beautiful.  What about a domestic favorite? 

 

JN: No, there are just so many good beers out there. 

 

MG: Okay, if you could have a beer sitting in front of you right now what 

would it be? 

 

JN: Hmmmm … I don’t know, it’s really hard.  When I was younger, Fat Tire 

was always my favorite. 

 

MG: And now you can get it here! 

 

JN: Right.  But now that you have it you’re like “eh”.  There are so many good 

ones out there, every day you taste something and you’re like “that’s really 

good”.  There’s Fat Head in Cleveland, I really like their Head Hunter IPA. 

 

MG: Yeah, that one tops lists all of the time.  As a matter of fact, I believe 

that that specific beer made the list of the best IPA from Ohio when they 

rated the best IPA in each US state (this later fact checked true on at least 

one list). 

 

JN: They had one I tried at their taproom that was infused with orange and it 

was just amazing.  But it was only a one-time thing.  I’ve also always been a 

huge fan of Arrogant Bastard by Stone.  A lot of the Stone products are really 

good. 

 

MG: I think Stone has done an amazing job of making very high quality 

beer despite their size.  Like, comparing them to Fat Tire where, times 

have changed, that beer has been the same, is still good.  But Stone has 

followed the trends and are still kicking ass. 

 

(Article continued on page 58)  

(Interview continued from page 54)  
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JN: Yeah, it’s funny.  I went to Stone a few years ago while visiting family in 

Los Angeles. 

 

MG: So you were in Escondido? 

 

JN: Yeah. And there’s no discerning signs at the brewery.  You drive there and 

it’s just this big brown building.  You go to other places and you’ll see a big 

huge sign like 5 miles away.  This one had a tasting room and a restaurant.  

And if you don’t know it’s there, you don’t know it’s there.  We had to ask 

someone where it was.  You walk in and it’s massive and there’s a four-star 

restaurant in the brewery.  It’s amazing food.  

 

MG: Right down the road from Stone is Lost Abbey/Port Brewing.  They 

have a brewery in a business park in a maze of other offices.  You just 

drive through and there it is.  Okay, beer is covered and now we get corny.  

Do you have a favorite mineral?  Since we’re talking geology. 

 

JN: I would say, at this point in time, it’s salt.  Just because of the complexities 

of what can happen with salt.  You can store things in it - you have caverns for 

storage.  There is just so much flexibility in the world that salt provides. I find 

it interesting. 

 

MG: Also, above ground, it has a lot of utility.  It goes well beyond what 

most people consider salt to be valued as.   

 

JN: Yeah, there’s a chemical usage like saline for hospitals.  Across the board, 

it’s in everything and anything you want.  

 

MG: At a certain point in time the salt industry moved in to this chemical 

industry that moved in to munitions and so on.  Okay, I’m just scraping 

for geology stuff now.  National parks, where would you go, where do you 

like to go? 

 

JN: I fell in love with Arches National Park.  I went to Arches when I went to a 

meeting in Grand Junction, Colorado.  I actually went there twice.  I got up 

early one morning and watched the sun rise through the arches and it was just 

amazing.  It’s one of my favorite parks.  There are a lot of them that I enjoy 

going to but Arches, for some reason, is just really cool. 

 

(Interview continued from page 57)  

(End) 
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 NOTE: Red denotes participation in the meeting. 

Call to Order: 4:28 PM 

 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes prepared by Michael Gr ifasi.  

The September 2016 meeting minutes were reviewed and 

minor edits recommended.  Lacking a quorum, approval of 

the September 2016 meeting minutes was deferred until the 

December 2016 meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Jeff Freder ick provided a br ief treasur-

er’s report on behalf of Bob Blauvelt.  Both the NE Section 

budget and ATMGS are currently in good standing. 

 

Correspondence:  

Student Chapter – SUNY New Paltz: Dennis McGrath indi-

cated that Gordon Magenheim, a SUNY New Paltz grad-

uate and current member of the AIPG Texas Section, is 

interested in speaking with New Paltz students about 

forming a student chapter.  Gordan would co-sponsor the 

student chapter with a volunteer from the NE Section. 

(Minutes Continued on Page 61) 

Bob Blauvelt Jeff Frederick Michael Grifasi 

Chris Brown Luke Mahier Jean Patota 

Laurie Scheuing Tom West Luanne Whitbeck 

Mike Greenman Dennis McGrath Dick Young 

Jessica McEachern Chris Proce Jennifer Becker 

Brandon Tufano   

October 2016 

MEETING MINUTES 

NE SECTION – AIPG 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday October 19, 2016 

The View Grill 

111 Lattingtown Road, Glen Cove, NY 11542 
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ECO TEST LABORATORIES, INC. 

Environmental Testing 
Drinking Water • Wastewater • Groundwater 

Soils • Wastes • Air 
 

377 Sheffield Ave. • North Babylon, N.Y. 11703 
(631) 422-5777 • FAX  (631) 422-5770 

Website:  www.ecotestlabs.com • Email:  ecotestlab@aol.com 
Approvals:  NY, NJ, CT, RI, NELAC 

Www.boydartesianwellco.com 

 

Note:   For those of you who keep track of such things, . . . with 

this, the Winter 2017 issue of the NE/AIPG Newsletter, we are cor-

recting the sequential numbering of the Newsletters. The Holidays 

2015 Newsletter (dated 11/25/15) and the Winter 2016 Newsletter 

(dated 2/22/16) both bore the sequential number "142."   To cor-

rect this "double numbering," the Winter 2017 Newsletter is issue 

number 147.  

Newsletter Announcement 

http://Www.boydartesianwellco.com
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If you have a suggestion for a future section meeting 

presentation, venue, or field trip, reach out to the 

NE/AIG team and share your ideas and opinions. 
 

Jessica McEachern— geode78@verizon.net 

Jean Patota —jpatota@alphageoscience.com 

Student Chapter – SUNY Geneseo: SUNY Geneseo Student 

Chapter President Mary Legawiec, taking over for Saman-

tha Eckes, has reached out to the ExCom.  The Geneseo 

chapter is interested in continuing the mentoring program 

and expects upwards of 40 students in need of mentors.  

Additionally, this chapter is interested in conducting panel 

discussions, consisting of geologists with varying back-

grounds, throughout the school year.  Dennis McGrath put 

Mary in touch with Tom West of the NE Section. 

 

Old Business: 
ATMGS Fund Fundraising - Solicitation of Local/Regional 

Sister Organizations: Jeff Frederick discussed the develop-

ment of a solicitation letter to be distributed to sister or-

ganizations for the purpose of fundraising for the ATMGS.  

Once the solicitation letter is received and reviewed, the 

ATMGS trustees will need to convene in order to approve 

the formal solicitation. 

 

New Business: 

Online Scholarship Application: The website portal has been 

updated to allow ATMGS application uploading.  Official 

transcripts will still need to be mailed to the selection com-

mittee and uploaded to the website on the receiving end.  

If the online application system is up and running in time, 

notification will be included in the mass mailing sent to 

contacts one month prior to the application due date. 

 

Adjournment: 4:52 PM: A motion was made and seconded 

with no discussion.  Motion for adjournment passed and the 

meeting adjourned. 
  (End) 

(Minutes continued from page 59) 
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Looking for Material for 
the Northeast Section 
Newsletter—We want 
you!   
 

There is plenty of room 
for growth in the Newsletter, and the digital/
internet versions offer many opportunities to 
add value to your organization  So, if you are 
interested, email Editor Brandon Tufano at 
btufano@rouxinc.com or Dick Young at 
ryoungnj@aol.com. 
 

 NYSCPG Legislative Update 
By John Nadeau 

 As we have reached the end of 2016, we can reflect on the 

achievements made during the year and also look toward the fu-

ture. This was a very busy and constructive year for the Legislative 

Committee, NYSCPG, and the profession as a whole. Passage of 

the law to provide relief for New York State companies looking to 

transition to a structure to practice geology has been called nothing 

short of amazing. This work was estimated by some in the Legisla-

ture to take several years to negotiate and pass, and we completed 

it in about eight months. 

 I have had discussions with some people about the work 

the members of the NYSCPG Legislative Committee have done 

over the last couple of years and the prevailing thought is that most 

of the profession will never know the total amount of effort it took 

to pass the original law and the two subsequent Chapter Amend-

ments. To those people that have put in their time and effort over 

the last couple of decades to promote the professional, I thank you. 

Those folks have come from inside NYSCPG, our sister organiza-

tions, from within NYS Agencies, and in the NYS Legislature. 

(Legislative Update continued on Page 63) 
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  We are hopeful that the Chapter Amendment passed this 

year will be the last needed to resolve the unintended conse-

quences of the law, but the committee will be prepared in the 

2017 Legislative session to promote and pass any additional lan-

guage needed as the profession is established.  The amendment, 

listed in Chapter 260 of the New York State Laws of 2016, will 

allow a New York State established general business corporation 

to transition to a professional corporation (PC or DPC), or alter-

natively, for a NYS limited liability company (LLC) to become a 

professional limited liability company (“PLLC”). The amend-

ment establishes an enforcement date of March 1, 2018, for per-

sons and companies desiring to provide professional geological 

services in New York to have completed their licenses and arti-

cles of incorporation. After that date, no one can legally offer 

geologic services in NYS without the proper credentials. 

 Legislative Committee has been instrumental in the con-

tinued education of our membership and others concerning the 

effects of the law and the application process. We presented 

more than ten talks during 2016 for regional professional groups, 

educational institutions, government agencies, and corporate 

sponsors. The committee will continue to focus on these educa-

tional endeavors in 2017 with several talks already on the calen-

dar through the spring. NYSCPG is working with others for a 

possible statewide webinar on the licensing process, and the ob-

jective is to have additional information in early 2017. 

 The Legislative Committee will continue to evolve to fo-

cus on monitoring bills introduced into the New York State Leg-

islature and regulations proposed by regulatory agencies. The 

committee will begin to take a more active role in commenting 

on bills that may affect our profession, the public, or the well-

being of the environment in New York during the 2017 Legisla-

tive session. 

 I close this update with an important reminder. People 

need to be cognizant when licensed in other states and referring 

to themselves a Professional Geologist in NY until they obtain 

their NYS license. Now that licensing law is effective in NY, to 

call oneself a PG in this state without the proper credentials is 

(Legislative Update continued on Page 65) 

(Legislative Update continued from Page 62) 
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 (Legislative Update continued from page 63)  

(End) 

illegal and should be avoided. If your business card lists you as a 

PG, you need to make sure that you are licensed in the jurisdiction 

of the address of your business. If you currently are licensed in 

another state, you can refer to yourself as a PG only if you display 

the qualifying state (e.g. PG (any state)).  

 Thank you for your continued support. As always, you are 

welcome to contact me at jnadeau@alphageoscience.com with any 

questions regarding the process of the Law’s establishment and 

implementation.  

 

John M. Nadeau, PG, CPG 

2016-2017 

Legislative/Transition Chairman 

NYSCPG Past President 

mailto:jnadeau@alphageoscience.com
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By Jean M. Patota, PG, CPG, 

Alpha Geoscience 

Clifton Park, NY  

 

 The emerging contaminant 

PFOA (perfluorooctanoic acid) con-

tinues to make headlines in the Capi-

tal District since it was detected in the public drinking water supply in 

Hoosick Falls, NY.  Through emergency regulation, the NYS Depart-

ment of Environmental Conservation has added PFOA and another 

perfluorinated compound, PFOS, to the list of hazardous substances. 

That designation provides NYSDEC with the legal authority to pursue 

the State Superfund for investigating and/or remediating sites using 

those resources. 

 While other consultants continue to investigate various con-

tamination sources and also locate potential alternative ground water 

supplies, Alpha continues to monitor developments on behalf of the 

school district.  The school bus maintenance facility is located more 

than one mile from the school campus, and the bus facility is located 

on the shoulder of a glacial valley where its shallow water table supply 

was impacted with PFOA at concentrations exceeding EPA advisory 

levels. We’re pleased to report that farther up the road away from the 

bus garage, no PFCs were detected in the school campus’s deeper wa-

ter well that is cased and overlain by at least 100 feet of clay. It’s good 

news that the school’s drinking water is not impacted over multiple 

sampling events; however, various stakeholders continue to push to 

permanently replace the contaminated public water supply as hundreds 

of carbon filters have been installed throughout the vicinity of Hoosick 

Falls. The village currently is considering a settlement with industry 

while NYSDEC continues to evaluate a replacement ground water sup-

ply. Just another example of the importance of geology - understanding 

the hydrogeological framework, glacial sediments, stratigraphy, geo-

morphology, and the geochemistry of unique organic compounds. 

Emerging 

Contaminant-PFOA 
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LITTLE THINGS YOU CAN DO 
 

What’s going on out there? Let your colleagues know what you are working on, your new 
position, or a new company.    

Simply e-mail a paragraph or more to:  btufano@rouxinc.com 
 

Become active in your section. Attend one of our Spring or Fall meetings.   
 For details, simply e-mail jpatota@alphageoscience.com  or  

geode78@verizon.net 
 

Join our Executive Committee. We always have openings for creative, committed  
Geologists who want to make a difference, . . . and not much is asked of your time.  

Think about putting it on your resume!    
 For more info, simply e-mail jfrederick@louisberger.com or  geode78@verizon.net 

http://Www.pennsylvaniadrillingco.com
mailto:btufano@rouxinc.com?subject=AIPG%20Newsletter
mailto:jpatota@alphageoscience.com
mailto:geode78@verizon.net
mailto:jfrederick@louisberger.com
mailto:geode78@verizon.net
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(Meeting minutes continued on page 76) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NOTE: Red denotes participation in the meeting. 
 

Call to Order: 4:05 PM 

 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes prepared by Michael Gr ifasi.  

Both the September and October 2016 meeting minutes were 

reviewed and minor edits recommended.  A motion was made 

and seconded and the September and October 2016 minutes 

were approved with minor revisions.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: The NE Section budget is currently in 

good standing.  Bob Blauvelt praised both Jean Patota and 

Jessica McEachern for putting together such a successful Fall 

meeting.  Some minor comments were made regarding the 

Treasurer’s report.  The status of the ATMGS fund was re-

viewed and it was indicated that the fund had benefited from 

the donations received from the Fall meeting. Dick Young 

highlighted the value of tying in ATMGS sponsor donations 

to meetings and that attendees are likely to pay an increased 

meeting fee in order to give to a cause like the ATMGS.   

 

December 2016 

MEETING MINUTES 

NE SECTION – AIPG 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday December 5, 2016 

Conference Call  

Bob Blauvelt Jeff Frederick Michael Grifasi 

Chris Brown Luke Mahier Jean Patota 

Laurie Scheuing Tom West Luanne Whitbeck 

Mike Greenman Dennis McGrath Dick Young 

Jessica McEachern Chris Proce Jennifer Becker 

Brandon Tufano   
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Contact Robert Blake 

Technical Sales Representative 

Tel (203) 377-9984 

Fax (203) 377-9952 

E-mail:  rblake@cetlabs.com 

www.cetlabs.com 

 80 Lupes Drive 

 Stratford, CT 06615 
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Correspondence:  
Student Chapter – SUNY New Paltz: The student chapter at Gen-

eseo will have at least 13 new students that would like to par-

ticipate in the program. AIPG emailed existing mentors and 

got a handful of responses. There is a potential for a larger 

student attendance in 2017. If more mentors are needed for 

the student chapter Dennis McGrath made the suggestion to 

reach out to LIAPG and BAPG. Other recommendations were 

made to reach out to numerous students at one time such as a 

panel discussion in the spring, or quarterly conference calls 

with an open format. A final recommendation was to answer 

student questions in the AIPG newsletter in a “Dear Abbey” 

style format allowing students to compile questions from 

their peers and have them answered by multiple professionals 

in different fields. 

 

New Paltz, Brooklyn Buffalo: Michael Grifasi indicated that ge-

ology students at University at Buffalo were interested in 

forming an AIPG student chapter and that further details 

would follow. The New Paltz chapter is still completing the 

application and asking about student participation require-

ments. 

 

Old Business: 
ATMGS Fund Fundraising - Solicitation of Local/Regional Sister 

Organizations: Jean Patota and Dennis McGrath attended 

HMPGA meeting on Nov 16th to discuss the Angelo Fund 

(Meeting minuets continued on Page 77) 

Www.geospherenh.com 
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(Meeting minuets continued on page 79) 

(Meeting minuets continued from Page 76) 

and solicit other local geologic organizations to sponsor the 

applicant base. Numerous HMPGA committee members 

were out and it will be discussed at the Christmas Meeting. 

Luanne also provided a draft letter that includes the mentor-

ing message that Buffalo distributed in their newsletter. 

 

New Business: 

ATGMS – Applications Update: The deadline was December 

8th for applications both online through the portal and via 

mail. The online portal is successful and an application was 

received by Dennis McGrath and Bob Blauvelt. The online 

applications can be transcribed into an excel format and in-

clude all of the same criteria.  

2017 Meeting Schedule: The dates for NE Section meetings are 

set for January 9th, March 13th, May 17th (Spring Meeting), 

http://Www.alphalab.com
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July 10th, September 11th ,  October 18th (Fall Meeting), and 

December 11th. 

2017 Spring Meeting: Jean Patota recommended that the meet-

ing potentially be held upstate as the last two were located in 

West Nyack and Long Island. A recommendation provided 

was hosting a meeting at one of the student chapter campuses 

and setting up exhibitors and sponsors, as well as interacting 

with students. Patterson Great Falls National Park recom-

mended by Bob Blauvelt, and the Stevens Institute recom-

mended by Chris Proce were also discussed involving reme-

diation as the common theme. All ExCom members who pro-

vided recommendations were asked to follow up and provide 

additional details. A reminder that if any ExCom members 

have additional recommendations for the Spring Meeting 

they can be discussed in the January meeting was also issued. 

Newsletter Update: The status of the Holiday newsletter was 

discussed.  Content was received from the SUNY Geneseo 

(Meeting minuets continued on page 82 ) 

(Meeting minuets  continued from Page 77) 
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chapter and Jean Patota would be submitting extra write-ups 

later this week.  The 2017 publication schedule would be 

published in the Holiday newsletter.  It was noted that addi-

tional content is needed for forthcoming newsletters.   Dennis 

McGrath indicated that a system for acknowledging both 

sponsors and individual contributors to the ATMGS in the 

newsletter should be developed.  Chris Proce proposed ac-

knowledging donors and meeting attendees in two lists to be 

published quarterly in the newsletter.  The newsletter editori-

al transition is underway - Brandon Tufano will assume the 

role of editor. 

Advertising Sales Update: It was noted that Directory Editor 

Curt Kramer is satisfied with the 2017 newsletter schedule. 

Dick Young requested contact information for companies 

that currently aren’t advertising in the newsletter but would 

benefit from doing so.  
 
Adjournment: 5:57 PM: A motion was made and seconded 

with no discussion.  Motion for adjournment passed and the 

meeting adjourned. 

(End) 

(Meeting minuets  continued from Page 79) 
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FRIENDS OF THE FUND 
($1,000+) 
 

AQUIFER DRILLING AND TESTING, INC. 
BANINO, GEORGE  
KASABACH, HAIG F. 
LEGGETTE, BRASHEARS & GRAHAM, 
INC. 
MILLER, DAVID W.  
NE-AIPG 
REXRODE, H. LEONARD , JR. 
ROUX ASSOCIATES 
ROUX, PAUL H. 
SCHIFFMAN, ARNOLD 
 (In Memory of Mrs. Shirley Schiff-
man) 
SLAYBACK, RUSSELL G.  
VALKENBURG, NICHOLAS  
YOUNG, RICHARD H.  
 

BENEFACTORS ($500+) 
 
BLAUVELT, ROBERT P. 
DIMMICK, CHARLES WM.  
EMERSON, MARK  
FREDERICK, JEFF 
HERRICK, DEAN H. 
HIGGINS, JONATHAN B. 
 (IN MEMORY OF LEO HALL) 
KAYLER, KYLE 
MCGRATH, DENNIS 
STONE, TIMOTHY S. 
  

PATRONS ($250+) 
AIRMAG SURVEYS, INC. 
ALLEN, BOYD, III 
ANONYMOUS 
BRINCKERHOFF, LAURA   
 (IN HONOR OF FRANK MCCARTHY) 

BURKE, MICHAEL 
CHAMBERLAIN, JOHN MARK 
GRAFF, CAROL S.  
GAVRAS, JOHN M.  
HARRINGTON, JONATHAN 
KLEIMAN, AMY 
NEUBECK, JEAN M. AND WILLIAM S. 
Nova Consulting & Engineering   
RICH, CHARLES A.  
RICHTER, DOROTHY  
ROSENFELD, MORDECAI  
SOILTESTING, INC. 
 

SPONSORS ($125+) 
 

ALPHA GEOSCIENCE 
CLEMENS, ROBERT H. 
DE ANGELIS, JAMES 
EGGERS, J. 
ERM-NORTHEAST 
FAKUNDINY, ROBERT 
GRAHAM, JACK B. 
GREENMAN, MIKE  
HINCE, ERIC 
KOCH, ELLIS   
KRAEMER, CURTIS A.  
MASLANSKY, STEVEN P.  
MATHEZ, MURIEL 
PIERIBONI, JOHN 
PREHODA, BILL 
SCHECHNER, CLAIRE AND LOUIS 
SCHEUING, LAURIE 
SHOPE, STEVEN B.  
STANDISH, RICHARD 
STEWART, ROBERT A. 
TSACOYANNIS, NICHOLAS   
URBAN-MEAD, RUSSELL B.  
WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC. 

 

ANGELO TAGLIACOZZO MEMORIAL GEOLOGICAL 
SCHOLARSHIP PERPETUAL TRUST FUND  

LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS SINCE 1987 
(List Updated Through August 2016) 

(Contributors continued on page 85) 
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 (MATCHING GIFT ON BEHALF OF 
GEORGE BANINO) 
WHITBECK, LUANNE AND LONG, DEAN 
 
 

CONTRIBUTORS ($50+) 
 

ARGUDEN, A. TEFVIK  
Barish, James M. 
BECKER, ARTHUR E.  
BELL, DAVID L. 
BELT, EDWARD S. 
BROWN, CHRISTOPHER 
BUGH, JAMES  
DAVIS, R. LAURENCE  
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE, INC. 
 (ON BEHALF OF JOSEPH TORLUCCI) 
FLICK, WILLIAM 
GALLAGHER, EVELYN A.  
HANLON, KERRY  
HEINDEL, CRAIG  
HERMAN KARPEL MEMORIAL FOUND. 
 (ON BEHALF OF FRIENDS OF RHODA 
TAGLIACOZZO) 
HIXON, RICHARD 
HNOTTAVANGE-TELLEN, KEN 
Hoogerhyde, Kevin 
HOUSMAN, JOHN J. , JR. 
Jonathan Paul Associates, Inc. 
KACZOR, SOFIA 
KETANI, RALPH 
Mahier, Luke 
Mase, David 
MOZER, ROBERT  
PENN, WILLIAM E.  
PROCE, CHRISTOPHER 
RICE, JOHN  
RHYNER, JOHN 
ROSS, LOREN 
RYAN, MICHAEL J.   
SCOTT, DAVID 
Sillman, Robert and Roberta 
Sparrow, Leslie 

SPARROW, LESLIE  
ST. GERMAIN, DANIEL 
STOKES, KURTIS W.  
STONEHILL ENVIRONMENTAL, INC. 
TATLOCK, DEREK  
TIMMONS, ROBERT 
TORLUCCI, JOSEPH  
TYERS, GEORGE 
WARING, ANDREW D.  
WENZ, KENNETH P.  
WERLE, CRAIG 
WEST, William T. 
WOHLFORD, THOMAS  
 

DONORS (UP TO $50) 
 

BOWES, JAMES 
BRADLEY, MARGARET  
BUSA, MARK D. 
CLAUSEN, JAY 
COX, PETER  
FALDETTA, SARAH  
FOURNIER, LEROY  
GANNETT FLEMING, INC. 
FREDERICK, WILLIAM T.  
HAGER, JUTTA 
HARWOOD, DAVID G.  
HERGERT, DAVID  
KING, DANIEL  
KOWALSKI, RICHARD G.  
SASS, DANIEL B.   
 (IN HONOR OF K. E. CASTER) 
SHAKTI ASSOCIATES 
SKEHAN, JAMES 
SUSCA, MICHAEL  
VOZZA, SCOTT  

WEINSTOCK, ERIC  
 

(Contributors Continued from page 84) 
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NE/AIPG 2017 PUBLICATION SCHEDULE  

Winter Newsletter  

January 13   Deadline (Material to Editor)  
January 27   Content to Publisher  
February 13   E-mail to Members  

Directory of Members  

February 13   Deadline (Material to Editor)  
March 17    Content to Publisher  
April 17    E-mail to Members  

Spring Newsletter  

March 24   Deadline (Material to Editor)  
April 7   Content to Publisher  
April 24    E-mail to Members  

Indian Summer Newsletter  

July 28    Deadline (Material to Editor)  
August 18   Content to Publisher  
September 4   E-mail to Members  

Holidays Newsletter  

October 13  Deadline (Material to Editor)  
October 27  Content to Publisher  
November 13  E-mail to Members  

E-mail news and information to Chris Proce 
neaipg.editor@gmail.com 

Advertising Rates and Information: 
Contact Dick Young 

RYoungNJ@aol.com         cell 203-627-8085 

mailto:neaipg.editor@gmail.com
mailto:RYoungNJ@aol.com
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Celebrating 30 Years of Scholarships! 

The Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological Scholarship 
 

The Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological Scholarship was established by the 

Northeast Section of the American Institute of Professional Geologists in late 1986.  The 

first Scholarships were presented to undergraduate Geology students in 1987. 

ATMGS recognizes the dedicated leadership and service which Angelo provided to NE/

AIPG, to AIPG, and to the geological profession, until his untimely passing on October 

11, 1986.  The Scholarship furthers Angelo's goal of acquainting young geologists with 

AIPG and with AIPG's importance to the geological profession. 
 

ANGELO TAGLIACOZZO (1936 - 1986) 
Angelo Tagliacozzo received his doctorate in Geology from the University of Rome 

(Italy) in 1962.  Thereafter, he worked in various positions as geologist, geophysicist, 

and hydrogeologist, which included assignments abroad, in the U.S., and with the Unit-

ed Nations.  Angelo provided exemplary service to AIPG at the Section and National 

levels.  He was a Northeast Section Executive Committee Member (1973-1982), Vice 

President (1977-1978), President (1979-1980), National Advisory Board Delegate (1981

-1982), and Screening Board Chairman (1984-1986).  Angelo's dedication to and leader-

ship of the Northeast Section Screening Board has become the ultimate standard against 

which service in such a position is measured.  Angelo also served as an AIPG National 

Executive Committeeman (1982); he was a vigorous advocate of measures to increase 

professionalism.  Angelo was (and will be remembered as) a respected professional . . . 

and a friend. 
 
 

THE SCHOLARSHIP 
NE/AIPG grants Scholarships to undergraduate geology students annually.   The 

Scholarships are designed to help with the cost of summer field courses, textbooks, 

and other aspects of geological education.  Scholarships are awarded, both on aca-

demic achievement and on financial need, to students enrolled in recognized geology 

programs at colleges or universities in New England, New Jersey, & NY. 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 

Your participation is encouraged in support of this dynamic memorial to Angelo and his 

recognition of the importance of AIPG to the geological profession.  Contributions to 

the Scholarship Perpetual Trust Fund should be written to:   

Angelo Tagliacozzo Memorial Geological Scholarship Trust Fund, and mailed to:  
 

        NE/AIPG Geological Scholarship Trust Fund 

        c/o Dennis McGrath, CPG  

        P.O. Box 472  

        Hastings-on-Hudson, NY  10706-0472  
 

All Contributions are invested perpetually, with earnings thereon used solely for 

the Scholarship. NE/AIPG bears all costs of administration.   Please ask your em-

ployer about Matching your contribution, and  Additional corporate contributions. 

For further information, contact Dennis McGrath:  

      mcgrathdg@gmail.com              Cell:  914-424-8816 

mailto:mcgrathdg@gmail.com


-88- 

 

Www.lbgweb.com 

ww 

Www.carichinc.com 

http://Www.lbgweb.com
http://Www.lbgweb.com
http://Www.carichinc.com


-89- 

 


